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appoints a High Commissioner in London ;* and there has
grown a Fiscal Autonomy Convention in India somewhat
on the analogy of the Dominions. All these achievements
conform to the ideal implied in Dominion Status.
But, ever since the controversy raised over Lord Irwin's
(now Lord Halifax) declaration that " the natural issue of
India's constitutional progress is the attainment of Dominion
Status/' the Imperial Government in their subsequent con-
ferences and committees have taken care not to use the
expression in relation to India's political goal. The suspicion
of Indian politicians as regards the intentions of the Imperial
Government was roused by this ill-timed controversy, and
now the omission of mention of Dominion Status from the
Government of India Act of 1935 is regarded by political
India as a deliberate equivocation of the pledge given to her
in the past. Almost every section of Indian political groups
has, as already stated, signified its disapprobation of the
Act because of this deliberate avoidance of the expression,
" Dominion Status/' either in a Preamble of the Act or in
its body.
Those who are apprehensive of allowing India to attain
that status, point out that the implications of the phrase
have undergone a fundamental change by the Statute of
Westminster (22 Geo. V, c. 4) in 1931, and that India cannot
be given the status which carries with it the right of secession.
Therefore the Statute of Westminster has no application
to India. We need not enter here into a discussion on
the true doctrine of the Imperial relation as expressed in
the Preamble to that Statute. But to those who are opposed
to India's aspiration to attain Dominion Status, I would
say, is it not the inevitable corollary of India's allegiance
to a common Sovereign ? What greater mission is there
before the British Nation than the elevation of the status
1 In pursuance of the Act of 1919, a High Commissioner for India
resident in London was appointed by the Government of India in 1920,
charged with functions similar to those of the High Commissioners for the
Dominions.

